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Summary 

 

To seek approval to a two year extension to the Call Option Agreement Over Land in 
relation to Land at Formby Point, Lifeboat Road and Ravenmeols between The 

National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty and Sefton Council. 
 
Recommendation(s): 

 
(1) That approval be granted to a two year extension to the Call Option Agreement 

Over Land in relation to Land at Formby Point, Lifeboat Road and Ravenmeols 
between The National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty (National 
Trust) and Sefton Council (the Council), as detailed within this report. 

 
(2) That the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer be authorised to complete the 

necessary legal formalities. 
 
(3) It be noted that the Leader of the Council and the Chair of the Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee (Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services) had given their 
consent under Rule 46 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules for this 

decision to be treated as urgent and not subject to "call in" on the basis that it cannot 
be reasonably deferred because if call in was to apply, by the time the call in period 
has ended it would be too late to extend the Call Option Agreement for Land and the 

Council would either have to purchase back the land on the same terms as the 
disposal to the National Trust or permanently lose control over the land and securing 

delivery of the Project by the National Trust. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Reasons for the Recommendation(s): 

 
The Call Option Agreement Over Land (the Agreement) specifies a deadline of 
Wednesday 14 September 2022 for the Gate 2 Approval (which includes: a project team, 

plans and specification is in place; statutory permissions obtained; procurement strategy 
in place; funding underway; Project Management Plan; National Trust funds released; 

and Conservation Management Plan, Community Involvement Plan, Learning Plan, and 
Marketing Plan in place). The National Trust advised Council Officers in late August that 
due to Covid and other factors, this deadline cannot be achieved. If the Agreement is 

extended, the National Trust will be given an additional two years to deliver on the Gate 
2 Project and will reserve the Council’s option to buy back the land if it fails to deliver the 

Project at the expiry of the additional two years. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications) 

 
If the deadline lapses, the Council will be forced to either buy back the land or 

permanently lose the control over the land and securing delivery of the Gate 2 Project by 
the National Trust. 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 

 
(A) Revenue Costs 

 
There are no revenue costs to the Council. 

 
(B) Capital Costs 

 
There are no capital costs to the Council. 
 

Implications of the Proposals: 

 
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):  

 
None 
 

Legal Implications: 



 

 

 
The Chief Legal and Democratic Officer will complete the necessary legal formalities.  
 

Equality Implications: 

There are no equality implications.  
 
Climate Emergency Implications: 
 

The recommendations within this report will  

Have a positive impact  N 

Have a neutral impact Y 

Have a negative impact N 

The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for 

report authors 

Y 

The extension to the Agreement will give the National Trust a further two years to 
complete the Gate 2 Project.  It is anticipated that this will have a neutral impact on the 
climate emergency. This is a general assessment that takes account of a positive 

impact from enhanced conservation methods combined with a negative impact on 
development and increased visitor numbers largely via car.  

 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose: 

 
 

Protect the most vulnerable: Not applicable 

 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Not applicable 
 

Commission, broker and provide core services: Not applicable 

 

Place – leadership and influencer: Not applicable 
 

Drivers of change and reform: Not applicable 

 

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: Not applicable 
 

Greater income for social investment: Not applicable 

 

Cleaner Greener: Granting an extension to the Agreement will allow the National Trust 
to complete the Gate 2 Project which consists of providing a cohesive site of high 

conservation management with facilities that support the visitor economy of the area 
including the provision of welfare and catering facilities along with enhanced access, 
recreation, interpretation and learning provision. 

 
 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 

 
(A) Internal Consultations 

 



 

 

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD.6954/22.....) 
and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.5154/22....) have been consulted and 

any comments have been incorporated into the report. 
 
(B) External Consultations  

 
Not applicable 

 
Implementation Date for the Decision 

 
With immediate effect The Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Regulatory, 
Compliance and Corporate Services) has given approval under Rule 46 of the Overview 

and Scrutiny Procedure Rules for the ‘call-in’ period to be waived in respect of the 
executive decision.  
 
 

 

Contact Officer: Suzanne Rimmer 

Telephone Number: 0151 443 3262 

Email Address: Suzanne.rimmer@sefton.gov.uk 
 
Appendices: 

 

There are no appendices to this report 
 
Background Papers: 
 

The following background papers, which are not available elsewhere on the Internet can 

be accessed on the Council website:  
 

Decision - Land at Formby 
 
1. Introduction/Background 

 
1.1 By virtue of a Cabinet Report dated 25 May 2017 (see link in Background Papers 

above) the Council gave approval to transfer 204 hectares of land at Lifeboat 
Road (Formby Point) and Ravenmeols to the National Trust. 
 

1.2 Part of the transfer included a Call Option Agreement for Land which gave the 
National Trust five years from 14 September 2017 to deliver on the Gate 2 Project 

(the Project).  The Project consists of redevelopment work across the combined 
site of Formby Point and Ravenmeols and the National Trust’s Victoria Road site.  
The aim is to provide a cohesive site of high conservation management with 

facilities that support the visitor economy of the area including the provision of 
welfare and catering facilities along with enhanced access, recreation, 

interpretation and learning provision for the combined site. 
 

1.3 Although some good, demonstrable progress has been made to date, including 

public consultation on and development of masterplan for the area, detailed 
discussions and surveys with Natural England and the beginning of the Planning 

Application process, the National Trust contacted Council Officers in late August 

http://smbc-modgov-03/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=10356


 

 

to advise that due to Covid and other factors, the deadline of 14 September 2022 
in which to complete the Project could not be achieved.  

 
1.4 Council Officers have therefore provisionally agreed with the National Trust that 

the Agreement be extended by an additional two years in order to facilitate the 
National Trust to deliver on the Project.  Granting the extension to the Agreement 
will also reserve the Council’s option to buy back the land if the National Trust fails 

to deliver the Project at the expiry of the additional two years. 
 

1.5 If the 14 September 2022 deadline lapses, the Council will be forced to either buy 
back the land or permanently lose the control over the land and securing delivery 
of the Project by the National Trust. 

 
1.6 It is therefore recommended that the two year extension of the Agreement be 

approved. 
 


